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necessity of immediately remedying the shortcomings in
military administration and errors in the High Command.
By the other theory, M. Daladier, who is a sentimentalist,
would have been grateful to M. Paul Reynaud for so
gracious a gesture. He would have given him un-
conditional support and perhaps ceded to him the Ministry
of War from which M. Reynaud was so firmly resolved
to dislodge him. In any case he would have used his
authority in the Radical party to calm the storm which
on the morrow and for several days was to threaten to
submerge M. Paul Reynaud's ministerial staff.
Tne Reynaud-Daladier interview was very different
from the one I have just pictured in imagination. M.
Daladier's face was at its most expressionless: firmly
settled in his arm-chair behind Ms desk, he awaited his
visitor's words.
There is nothing like a chilly silence to disturb the most
resolute self-confidence. It deprived M. Paul Reynaud of
some of his resources, which he can only fully command
when he can move to and fro and even spin round, as is
his habit in his own office.
It was almost with awkwardness that he solicited
M. Daladier's co-operation. " Why ? " the latter objected.
He had had that stupid riding-accident. He was tired:
he had been overworking for years. That had been quite
apparent at recent secret sessions when he had not been at
his best, whereas he ought to have surpassed himself. He
needed a rest-cure. M. Reynaud protested. Certainly it
was understandable that M. Daladier should need rest,
but he could have it without leaving the Government,
whereas if he were absent it would be regarded as a
declaration of war against his successor. He, Reynaud,
would be prevented from trying his luck. The public
would not understand.
M. Daladier filled his pipe, while observing his com-
panion whose argument was better than plausible. It was
true. With the single word : " No ! " he could cut short